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1°J acob departed from Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.-'' He encountered the place

and spent the night there because the sun had set; he took from the stones of the place
which he arranged around his head, and lay down in that place.@nd he dreamt, and behold!
A ladder was set earthward and its top reached heavenward; and behold! angels of God were
ascending and descending on it.

13 And behold! HASHEM was standing over him, and He said, “ am HASHEM, God of Abraham
your father and God of Isaac; the ground upon which you are lying, to you will I give it and to
your descendants. 1* Your offspring shall be as the dust of the earth, and you shall spread out
powerfully westward, eastward, northward and southward; and all the families of the earth shall
bless themselves by you and by your offspring. '3 Behold, | am with you; | will guard you
wherever you go, and | will return you lo this soil; for | will not forsake you until I will have done
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D The Land’s greatness. Jacob was shown that the angels
that protected him in Eretz Yisrael were going back up to
heaven and were being replaced by lesser angels, which
would escort him while he was outside the Land. This pro-
cess was reversed when he returned to the Land (32:2) and
Fhe fangels of the Land returned to him. This vision instilled
in him a recognition of the great holiness of the Land and a
desire to return to it (Rashl, according to Abarbanel). By
speaking of angels ascending and being replaced by others,
the Torah indicates that God extends His protection to His
righteous ones, though the angels are unseen by anyone,
perhaps even by those they escort.

l? Jacob’s uniqueness. The angels, which are God's agents
in carrying out God's guidance of earthly affairs, constantly
go up to heaven to receive His commands and then come
back to earth to carry them out, as it were. Jacob and the
Jewish nation, however, are under the direct guidance of
God, Who is atop the ladder (Ramban; Ibn Ezra).
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" “The Midrash cites a second exposition of the Genesis verse:
Tin 127 DW3 RN T TR a1 am mana e wr ~ R
Berechyah and R’ Chelbo and R’ Shimon ben Yochai said

forever?l” 3 pinn q0wm M 3 DX non ey A5 Tk
"oaam oK I3 Mpiny paxn mx nxT — [God] told him, as the

verse from Jeremiah continues, And do not be frightened, O
~> Israel, for behold, I am saving you from afar [pinn] (Jeremiah
¢~ ihid.) — this refers to the Babylonian exile, as is stated, They

in the name of R’ Meir:  3py Kin 2 witpn nEynw 1mm
T o Swy mIm A v bw Tm b YA Sy e

=i nbty o1k Yy — [The above verse from Genesis] teaches
that the Holy One, blessed is He, showed Jacob the Minister
of Babylonia ascending and descending, the Minister of
Media ascending and descending, the Minister of Greece
ascending and descending, and the Minister of Edom as-
cending and descending.  qx :3pyh KM N WD MR
oy mnx — And the Holy One, blessed is He, said to Jacob,
—You ascend as well™  px1 WA 3py) KN nyw Anika
12 % i T Toxbw ows oiby) on kg — At that time Jacob
became afraid and he said, “Perhaps, Heaven forbid, just

scent eventually, the same will occur to me, tool ™  TmK
AT 90 T WY MK DX RN 9K TnRY aan g wipn 1
nmbiy — The Holy One, blessed is He, therefore said to him,
“But as for you, do not be afraid, My servant Jacob! If you

nd, you will never have a descent!™  x% magn X0

noy — But Jacob did not believe and he did not ascend.”
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|,\ w1 — R’ Berechyah and R’ Chelbo said in the name of R’

s these (i.e, the ministers of the four nations) had a de- A

imon ben Yochai: R' Meir would d as follows:

NoW 3Py awar np ovnikbera MR K9 TP IRLD Nt 93¢
by X9 pagn — Nevertheless, they sinned further and did

not believe in His wonders (Psalms 78:32) — this is an allu-

gion to our Patriarch, Jacob, who did not believe and did

not ascend.™ x5 iy mby) nparn xR 2 wiTen 1

n7Y — The Holy One, blessed is He, said to him then, “Had

‘ou believed and ascended, you would never again have
_ descended;

nivSon A PIAYRYN WY TR TTRY 9y X9 naa Xow yany
_}é.‘lg.:l obiva — bat now that you did not believe and you did not

ascend, your children are destined to be subjugated by four
dingdoms in this world, niH%%am nimyra niviige ovona —
with taxee on land, taxes on produce, taxes on animals, and
“head taxes.™ M3 wTRT 20b s 3Py xRN My Anixe
obiwb i obiw bw i3y ki — At that time, Jacob was-afraid

and he said before the Holy One, blessed is He, “Master of
the Universe, is it possible that mv children will be subiugated

came to me from a faraway [Npin] land, from Babylonia

(Isaiah 39:3);%"
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95. God instructed Jacob to ascend the ladder in order to demonstrate
that the Jewish people do not have a Heavenly minister to ascend and
degeend on its behalf as the other nations do. Jacob’s actions would

serve as a portent for is descendants; as the Rambian (to Genests 12:6]
o Writes, 8 Heavenly decree that is supported by an action is sure to be

fulfilled (Yefeh To’ar to Shemos Rabbah 32 §7).

26. Jacob perceived that the other nations “descended” because they
had “ascended.” That is, because those nations enjoyed great success
in this world, they exhausted what reward they had earned for their

deeds, causing them to plummet eventually [as punishment for _
eir sins|. Jacob therefore “ascent” 1n world, prei E
isstead to leave hus reward intact for the next world (Anaf Yosef, from

Nezer HaKodesh [to Bereishis Rabbah 15 §1J; for another approach see

Yefeh Tv'ar ibid., followed by Eitz Yosef ad loc.).

97. God was assuring Jacob that his descendants would forever remain
in & position of prominence and Their sins would E_ umswﬁ Eif, God
without their being subjected to other nations’ dominion (Eitz oae?’i;
{And although Jacob had already seen evidence of the future “ascents
of the four kingdoms, had he ascended when he was Divinely instructed

s to, their dominion would not have extended over the Jewish people

(

(Imrei Yosher).)

98, It is a rule that when God guarantees a man something without the
jum of a prophet, the tee is conditional on the recipient’s re-

maining worthy of it. (see Bereishis Rabbakh 76 §2, cited by Radal; Rashi

to Genesis 28:20; Ramban to Genesis 15:8). Jacab thus feared that his

progeny wauld prove unworthy of the assurance God gave him (Yefeh
Tv’ar; also see Radal, Eiz Yosef).

Jacob was faulted for not believing that God's commitment, which
was accompanied with the words x7n 5% nmx, But as for you, do not \D

be afraid, would be fulfilled unconditionally and benevolently (compare
Ramban to Genesis 15:6). Consequently, Jacob’s offsprings’ misdeeds
would be punished with subjugation to other nations and

not merit to be punished [exclusively] at the hand of God (Eitz Yosef).
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he midrash above is very difficult to understand. Why did
Yaakov not climb the ladder if Hashem had assured him that
%ﬁe will never have to descend? The Eitz Yosef quotes the Yefeh Toar,
who explains that Yaakov was worried that perhaps someday he
(ar his descendants) might sin and thus be unworthy of this Divine
assurance. This concept is known as shema yigrom hachet, and we
find Yaakov expressing it elsewhere (Bereishis 32:11). Yet, if so, the
question bounces back the other way: If it is acceptable and even
. meritorious to fear that one might sin, why was Yaakov faulted for
doing so?*
It seems that Yaakov was overly worried in the episode of the
Jladder. His fear that he might sin had the effect of somewhat
diluting his full trust in Hashem’s assurance, as the Rambam
explains.’ Fear of sin is positive, but when Hashem Himself has
assured you that you will not succumb to sin, this assurance can
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be relied on with confidence.
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11. omgnn Yan 1myvR — [ have been diminished by all the kindnesses. Rashi:
“My merit has decreased because of the mercies and faithfulness that You
have shown me. And I fear that since the time You made promises to me, I
have been so diminished by sin as to be unworthy of deliverance from the
hands of Esau” The only Divine words of an unconditional nature are
those addressed to the prophets, adds Maharal, but this does not include
meamices to individuals. (So too the Zohar.) In his introduction to the I\_@i.shp.ah,
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1. Missing the Point

Toward the end of Chumash Bamidbar, we are told how two-and-a-
half tribes settled on the east side of the Jordan river, which they had
conquered from the Amorites. As they settled these territories, some of
the families renamed them. The final verse of Parshas Matos® describes
such a renaming on the part of Novach, from the tribe of Menashe:

o And Novach went and conquered Knas and its surrounding
areas, and he called it “Novach" like his name.

XRashi notes a curious grammatical anomaly. The words “and he
called it” (> xpm) should actually have a dot inside the hei of the word
n5, called a mapik hei. A hei with a mapik is pronounced in a kind of
abrupt manner, and denotes the preposition for a feminine noun. Rashi
comments:

There is no mapik in the hei. I have seen in the writings of R’
Moshe Hadarshan that the reason is because the name di
[ not last; therefore the letter has a weak sound, so that it can
be expounded to be read as “no” (x5). The message is: on the
one hand he called it Novach, but on the other hand it did not

remain with that name, ¥

k6
3. Yair and Novach - S

Let us now return to Novach, who gave his name to a city, yet we
are told that the name did not endure. We asked why did the name not
endure, and what does this have to do with us?
~JThe verse immediately prior describes a similar event involving No-
vach's brother, Yair: “Yair, the son of Menashe, went and captured their
villages, and called them ‘Chavos Yair' (the villages of Yair).”

The verse then goes on to describe Novach renaming his cities after
himself. The point of these two verses is to contrast the approach of
Novach with that of Yair. Yair came into possession of certain villages;
and, accordingly, attached his name to them — “the villages of Yair".
Thus, he preserved his identity as Yair the person, with these villages
as his acquisitions. Novach, on the other hand called the cities that he
captured after his own name, Novach. In so doing he demonstrated

that he was over-investing in his material acquisitions, and toa certain
degree defining himself by what he owned. To this the Torah responds
by removing the dot from the letter hei, which as Rashi told us, allows
the word to be read as x5, no. The Torah is stating that these places are
in fact not Novach — you are Novach, and these are your suburbs, but
they are not you! Thus, Yair's name endured, but Novach's did not.*
This is the crucial lesson learned from the Torah deleting the dot
from Novach’s suburbs, and it is a point that we cannot afford to miss.

n —

6. A Faithful House in Israel

The standard blessing for a new couple setting up home is that they
may build a bayis neeman b'Yisrael — a faithful house in Israel.

What exactly does this mean? No one really knows. (Hopefully it
means, at least, that the person who bestows this blessing has almost
finished speaking!)
~5%In truth, the blessing is that the house remains faithful to what a
house should be for, a base from which to live a meaningful J ewish life.
Being “faithful” to that idea means that the house serves it, and dog_fl't
develop into an entity which itself needs to be served. The common
term for a layperson is “baal habos,” which literally means “owner of a
house.” Someone who succeeds in truly owning their house, and not
being owned by it, is indeed worthy of praise.
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To be sure, a Jew needs to be occupied with matters of this world,
but preserving the distinction between being occupied and becoming
preoccupied is crucial for a meaningful Torah life.

This, then, is the lesson from Yosef's dreams, from Novach's naming
of his territories, from the bringing of bikkurim and from so many other
places. We should strive to be chachmei lev, and to always know how to
tell the difference between what we own and what we are.

({Z&) WQ)? A= 1Trhkn anon 'CT 20

PARA RS 2pw AR M — (Mey ovhan) PMIKDBI2 1K
AT B Ty — mohyr nosxn Yk a7apn b om athy ki
™AYNER VY T PTaY DRy RSY nInMRT RD9E MeoM

291 MINTRIY Dona ot eowa nmobn ayanka

M7y 30aab 1REEY A7En DTN 2185 WD L DWING 81T XA
NI TN MEPY TR AR LRI mbyar nb¥a nupb ' .nmho:
RPN MR K WY DX PINE WA OX LIS D0E e oy
A2 T — A9E AR MNT MK TN PR 8T DMK ’:m'mx
MUR nSyn ARG MR NISYY Py N33 3 ww mom 1msyeed o
5 PRT ORI I200 OX N ANIR 2R MR 37 99 0w 0 KA
R9N T PN avens Smybm mayes yoan byt by yenb e
Aras crbooa PRE Y ORI T DT ARER AMED R} PN ;e
AT R PR AMIY ANR BR LATIPR 17 RR. DETTRn AT MR
ATy Ahenr Avasn T MeRY (49 pID Ew) YT whem s ntey
wpb b mebyr piben bo onx pne AT v vhy namm
nabw bR nbYNs AR 2p¥ A DX O3 SN oy by mn pn
b Mo Ty TMTAN B R meR mibyh napn b s M
®91 omby p7zy nebe ma 1onn 8O¥ Ny D11 OERY MM

| PRI I mo”
DR RIAN TR7Apn TS 1wy R an ownt by RY AR apy
mpatn b chws Sbn on PTIY Ave amxar
nma Yo atel own TR D ush Kb PRy pw ben ~
pAY KA KEPPNOK KD (TvE i nby &9 e vb o eaTRn
ns nmbw ymph wpwnd nMRT N0 DROnnwn nennodd
03 M .mhah nrsh phh __j__:jt:‘.{T_R;W v L T n:*::*)

own beea

ARNDR MDA BERR YIS NPT AR TR R eTing 993 0wh
®F WwIYhEd T o9aT Laven o bR oaebe wpat PR opwb
apa XoRw 99 axexn Ty nehwe mban Sy oapem PMEn nena -
a9t jneaeaw bRAwy oy bwoonvia H3 12anty gRIn awrea
Aevpa mmhw apaTh Erw Ty oAonemt o hon oinch @

spbg ApYY NAM, AIND MB APYY AT MK Az NKY

AR APYS MNnTOR SRR R T IR b anmbeb oy

v1ab nIRan T DR 720 Pam oot Mbam aywa nrna nxofave {J
AnSwn g A ) T2



JQ\ 1529  RABBI FREIFELD SPEAKS
LU

A person is born. He grows up. He encounters different situa- 9K AAN 2pY bw MET DEPRYR DR Sy Yamee nbR oAt

tions and experiences, He develops a relationship with life and cre- 1% Voraw mme unmay Yapa mebh owan moewn 1A UK &
ates a personal world for himself. And he wonders, what is the pur- DpUnn 1T DRI PR INTIAY DD R WK KGR 27
pose of it all> What is he meant to be doing? 287 1IN NP 9K 5YIDa MINTNG NIRIN PR 1Sw nMynnt e

In order to answer these questions, we have to recognize that KPR 17307 N1 KOD ¥T: KPK b 1231 YO 1190mR 12kD I
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other. The human species is the pinnacle of creation, the high
point of the whole cosmos. There is no creature in the cosmos
that in any way resembles humankind. And within humankind,
among the billions and billions of human beings that inhabit
the surface of this planet, no two individuals are identical or
even alike.

You don’t have to be a genius or a philosopher to recognize the —
uniqueness of every individual. Sure, we all have eyes, cars and

. . "
noses, but we are, each and every one of us, an entire world that oy % o7 3 < TEWRY a A
. ~ 7 ; . . 5 ¢ Y
has its own set of raw materials, its own experiences, its own situ- BIPPE T Y
ations, its own _circumstances, its own relationships, its own N Phe

- . . . . . b
strengths and shortcomings, its own fears, its own aspirations. \ 5 b ==
’%The Almighty made us_different, because He waﬁ' cach =Y =« DYDY T
hLlu'n'an b.emg to engage t.hc worlﬁ i\s an artist, a sculpltor whose PUN9Y 0NN 23 AMNNY NRWY WHY - UMK oahn MY w:m)
mission is to use_h_ls parncula{ s ills to rFlold his particular raw N3 MMM MMPA M DRhR N33 PYRY WMIVORIY AN M
materials into a living work of art. That is our purpose here on
o this carth, to make our lives into living works of art. Everything
in this world can be used to form and decorate the vibrant art
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of a human life. Everything in life, every deed, action and gir- [19277P3 NRXNIN FINAN NARIPN DR Qpw5 YNON TR PN §~|-o1}f\<
cumstance, can be colnstrued to be forbldden,l pcrmltth or o5 YD DMHRYA - TAYI IO 1M M YW NP0I AR TP
holy. And the synthesis of all these clements, integrated and MR KON TOR WD TATIY MYYNNG NPYIEA TOY MIMAN VoI 19N

intertwined, coalesce into one composite image that is the sum
total of our lives. We are the artists, the sculptors, the crcators'Q
of the living works of art that will emerge from our time spent
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WABBI CHAYIM MORDECHAI KATZ: “In order to  ;15% nwuxrn n1'n *amnl A20Y TR RN - MM MWD "D
reach high spiritual levels, it is absolutely essential t0 be  ma3 paw - DAY AYAY TMIT IMNN MY 1IYM YR BTN
ambitious. You must have an inner passion and complete will to 11OM9R YanY (M0 DWIaDY NIDN NORYN DMNIENI M3
Efrive to reach high levels. You must be determined to raise
yourself above all situations. Only then will you become truly
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great. :
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Along w ne passion for greatness, you must also be m
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willing to work hard to reach the high levels you are striving for. n 9P
These two factors are prerequisites for greatness: ambition and 7 MM YR IMTA NPITRY DR IR TNO30 - B
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successful., These were the qualities of all the great Torah scholars . ¥ , ; ynoa PONDAY NY 1YY PON NYII

fhroughout the ages. When you have this inner drive, your mind 1t mna3 panoy : [

will begin to function on a much higher level than ever before.” TMY 0N AMN3 DTN NN9¥N WV MO 1R 1Y DWpINY)
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was forty years old and had not Erefvjiously studied Torah. At AN T 353 yra1pab ATIAY VR ‘3 PHER [INAR WA O AV
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Jdhe lesson for us, on our levels, is that we need not fear how ~
capable we are. We need not worry about how our talents and
qualities will serve us in reaching our goals. We ought to be
celebrating our talents and qualities, cherishing our successes, and
believing Lhat we have the requisite skills and talents to succeed.
In serving Hashem, we must know that He is always capable of
increasing our abilities and helping us succeed. As the Gemara
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teaches, based on the following pasuk, this refers to success in vy | P YIP

Torah as well: Open your mouth [in request], and I will fill it.?
In short, our golden recipe is to try our best and ask for Heavenly
@ssistance to make that best even better.
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The answer is that “Yagaati wmatzasi. 1 toiled, and I found.”
The Gemara assures us that if vou really toil in Torah, with gen-
uine intensity and a pure heart, you will succeed. You will have siy-
ata dishemaya. The Almighty will help you find that which may
not belong to you according to your talents and abilities. He
knows what is in your heart, that you care, that you are trying, and

He will help vou.
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